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The Making Of Transatlantic America.

Introduction


The idea of completing a journal entry every week seamed a daunting task at the first week of the course. However, upon completion, it seamed to be much more engaging and though provoking than I initially expected.  This journal splits each weeks reading and knowledge and findings into themes each of which include a brief outline, course readings and background readings. 

Week 1: Course Introduction


I began the readings for this class following the lecture on Tuesday 4th October. I read up on the “Emigration and the Standard of Living: The Seventeenth Century Chesapeake,”(1992:Lois Green Carr). It was my favorite of the two set pieces, which looked at the critical comparative aspects of the living standards between the Chesapeake and the life which settlers left behind in England. 



It starts by comparing the two worlds by their basic life qualities such as life expectancy and other demographic points and how they link with social aspects shaping the colony. I found that Carr not only displayed figures but linked the quantitate facts with the qualitative ideas, it was particularly interesting to see how demographic data of birth rates and the age of parents in both England and Chesapeake had an effect on kinship in both societies. I found that such links this gave him the platform to paint a complex picture of the early settlers. 


What interested me the most in this article was how Carr hi-lights how class and social standing among settlers, non inclusive of African-American unpaid laborers, had no factor in determining many life style aspects that would drastically differ back in England (1992:Lois Green Carr, 227). This point also rose with further reading into early settlers in “Major Problems in American Colonial History; Documents and Essays” which stated ‘Ordinary people found opportunities for advancement denied them in their former homes” (Kupperman:2001:p1). This idea of bettering ones self links back in nicely with what Carr refers to as “the lure of the Chesapeake” (Carr:1992:p282). I found that both of these articles linked nicely and supported the claims that each made. 


When it came time to read the second article, Richard Archer’s “New England Mosaic: A Demographic Analysis for the Seventeenth Century,” I found this to be more complex than the previous article. It focuses more on the demographic comparisons rather than life style and social comparisons of Carr’s work. Archer describes New England as the “seventeenth century new england mosaic” (Archer:1990:477), and mosaic is the exact word I would use to describe Archers journal. However, it is irrefutable the extensive work and research that has clearly gone into this piece, made clear in the paragraphs of page 478. He reenforces all information given with precise qualitative data. It interested me to see the data Archer had collected on where in Britain settlers originated from page 484 as suspected, many of the single men originated from London or the surrounding areas in East Anglia.  


It summarizes with a brief critical comparison to England and Chesapeake and would suggest that New England differs from Chesapeake, it had a more successful start to their history due to important factors such as infant mortality. It was not until the following lecture that I realized the extent to how Chesapeake and the New World differed to England. 

Week 2: Seventeenth Century Chesapeake


Week two focused further upon the idea of the Chesapeake and Virginia in the 1600’s. By reading the previous two articles we had a basic idea of how life in the Chesapeake was on the other end of the spectrum. The lecture set up the foundations for the seminar discussion and gave valid points as to how the Crown went about colonizing the New World. The details we were given were open to criticism and praise on the Wednesday seminar. As I imagined, the majority of the class were critical of the Virginia Company of Plymouth and the Virginia Company of London.


Discussions were open about the founding of Jamestown with the starter statement of “Jamestown, disaster or miracle?”.  As expected the initial reaction to failures involved the high death toll of the companies. However, I found this point to be vague in the sense that several factors can lead to such a result. There were various other factors that were open to criticism and discussion which would eventually lead to the death toll. Perhaps the paramount topic we discussed was “Did the company send the right type of individuals to Jamestown?”. I felt like this topic opened wider doors and had a link with the majority of the points we made. By establishing that the Virginia Company sent men unfitting and unsuitable for the job we were able to broaden our discussion and establish why the Company’s initial attempts were failures. Men of a gentlemanly background were the clear wrong choice in hind sight, and we can see that the settlers expectations contrasted to the reality of the situation. By sending only men with a thirst for financial gain rather than working class practical men, women and children, we see how the initial failure’s started. It was a knock on effect of how the situation deteriorated from this naive flaw. 


The other topic of discussion that sparked interest was perceptions of the cavalier Captain John Smith. Parts of the group were skeptical about whether he was the right man for the job but as we established through voicing out own points of view and sharing opinions, despite his haughty ways which we see through his journals, that he was clearly the best type man for the job. To send a humble and meek man who had no authority would have been another foolish choice for the virginia company to make. By sending Captain John Smith, England get a fairly accurate reading of what the Virginia terrain was like from Smith’s chartering, and settlers gained a better knowledge of the land thanks to his encounters with the Native Americans. We know he experienced a few set backs and problems such as relations with the Native Americans turning sour, but as Kupperman points out his actions as president made a turn around for the fate of the settlers. “During his administration of nine months only about eighteen men died, of whom eleven died accidentally” (Kupperman:2000:25). His methods of brutal encouragement are certainly open for much debate such as “He that will not worke, shall not eate” (Kupperman:2001). The harsh reality of the situation in tails that such an ultimatum was necessary for the men to overcome lethargy. 

Week 3: Seventeenth Century New England


Week 3 focused upon the Seventeenth Century. What was most striking about the puritan experience in comparison to the Chesapeake was that despite having such a similar journey and both aiming to settle new colonies in unchartered lands, how different their experiences were. The differences that New England experienced were astonishing in comparison. It is  reasonable to say that differences in government, social situations and culture was the paramount factor in their differences.


It is paramount to determine the successes and failures of early colonization and to look at the differences and similarities of the two colonies. Similarities were sparse in comparison to their differences. The starting point for each was their differing aims. The Puritans left England for the new world for religious freedom whereas the Chesapeake colony was founded for financial reasons. This in turn had a stake in how the colonies were assembled. New England saw a better demographic range in age and gender which set the foundations for a steady home life and re population, this allowed New England to  form better communities with tight family bonds. The Chesapeake’s demographic was mainly men of a similar age which were unable to populate on their own, and resulted in spread out plots with and individualist attitude. We can even see a stark difference in their early government systems. The Chesapeake was more of a dictatorship which saw one leader, like Captain John Smith setting like we saw in the previous journal entry. The New England Puritan settlement however has been described as a “democracy that identified with its citizens rather than its leaders or agents”(Miller:1991p57). 


Hi-lighting the differences proved to be a much easier task than showing the similarities. To be brief, we found that the time, task and the fact that each colony had specific specifications with regards to who was allowed to join were among the few comparisons that the seminar class could draw.


I wanted to look further into Miller’s article and look deeper into the nature of Puritan beliefs. I found their ideology was based on three principles: the idea of original sin, predestination and limited atonement. We briefly discussed these factors in the seminar and words such as “strict” and “hardworking” were linked with the puritan colony. I think these associations are deeply connected with the nature of their beliefs. Their ultimate goal after death is to reach Heaven, so in order to get there they need to work hard and demonstrate good natures.


I wanted to look into their structure more so and find connections  which were hinted at in the previous quote. I found connections made between puritan belief and the American Theory. I engaged with the idea that Puritan ideas of government still hold stake in modern day America. As critical as some may be of the strict Puritan structure of government is still relevant today. “The puritan effort to create a localized church structure may serve as an instructive example for those who today seek to decentralize power”(Miller:1991:p54), this quote is relevant to the idea of American states wanting to form their own policy rather than abide by Federal policy. This offers a direct link to Puritan principles and American thought. It’s impossible to talk about the American way of thinking without bringing up Alexis De Tocqueville. It was Tocqueville that pointed out that “[Puritanism] is not merely a religious doctrine” (Miller:1991:p58), it holds an important say in theories of Republicans and Democrats. The difference back then was that there was no distinguishing factors between law and church, the two were closely linked.  It was astounding to find that Puritan ideas in the 1600’s formed ideas in American Politics and are still relevant today. 

The New World (Terrence Malick:2005) Film Review


When relating to Colonial America, its reasonable to say the history books give us a singular point of view which allow us to imagine what the situation must have been like. However, this perception is not limited to the history books. Hollywood adaptations of the founding of America have been in circulation for years, from Disney's 1995 cartoon adaptation titled “Pocahontas”, Cristobal Krusen’s “First Landing” of 2007 or Terrence Malick’s “The new world”. Film makers find themselves at an interesting position where they can combine film making to tell a monumental historical story. The key to such a role is point of view. 


I will be looking at “The New World”  in order to give a critical opinion. We can see in Malick’s adaptation a story told in a distinctly American favor. Just by looking at the DVD cover, we see Captain John Smith, played by Colin Farrell, take a defensive position against an attacking Native American, suggesting the Native American to be the vicious attacker. Alongside the image we read the caption “Once discovered, it will change forever”, a statement that could suggest the need for change and development, which we evidently know does happen. 


As the picture begins we are greeted with basic line drawings of maps, place names and more notably Native Americans attacking the settlers of Jamestown. This would suggest a lack of moral ideals and the title they earn in the picture of “savages”. The film progresses as Jamestown develops, and we see a shift of attention to the love story between Pocahontas and John Smith and neglects the monumental task of Colonization.


Not to give to many criticisms of the picture, it would be fair to balance with praise. The film was accurate accounts with regards to time line and gave a unparalleled visual for what early james town was like, for example, the swamp like grounds and situation. Its also accurate in terms of the lack of female presence on the first ship to make the crossing. Hollywood budget allowed for a life like set design which let the viewer get a feel of the situation of early settlers. 


I imagine that Native Americans today may be unhappy with the way they have been portrayed within the film industry. They are seen in the commercial sense, savages. In particular the classical western prior to the 1960’s, where they are more often than not seen as a blood thirsty, irrational enemy. An article states that Native American options are limited to not acting or  “portraying unflattering portraits of the culture and history” (Webb:2009:30/10/2011)

 It would appear that sympathy is not an emotion that is associated with the Native American situation in Hollywood. Perhaps it was not until the Disney adaptation of “Pocahontas” where we see a point of view in favor of the Native Americans and where colonists are the more savage of the two.

Week 4: Women In Early American Society



Week four saw a change in the way lectures were to be set. Rather than chronological events, we will be looking more in depth into themes in Transatlantic America in order to get a greater view of aspects in early society. 


One of the missing features in early Jamestown was the presence of women. From when they were eventually brought to Jamestown, we looked at the experience of women and children in the lecture and discussed aspects of their life in the seminar. 


Following the lecture and seminar, I wanted to gain knowledge of what relationships early American women experienced in the patriarchal system. The best piece for this was the diary entries of William Byrd from 1709-1712. We see a male point of view from the Eighteenth Century, rather than a historians adaptation. Despite the male point of view, we see how his wife was treated during this time through several secret diary entries and it gives a prime example of the relationship between men and women. Byrd never refers to his wife by her name, she is always “My wife”. What I found the most concerning is the distant attitude he shows with the loss of his children, he see’s it as “her affliction” (Lecture Handout:2011 Feb 14th 1710) rather than a loss to them both as a married couple. On this same occasion, he simply stated “My wife miscarried this morning” and then describes how he carried on his day to day life. Also on an entry in June, he writes “My wife had several fits of tears for our dear son but kept within the bounds of submission”. This would suggest that in the patriarchal system, his wife must limit her emotions, even after such a traumatic event. From reading his journal entries, we can see that Byrd needs to keep some form of control over everything, even his wife’s emotions. He often writes about his wife's submission, especially when they argue. He will state “she submitted because she was in the wrong” (Lecture Handout:2011, july 15 1710). This makes us wonder, was she wrong or did she have no choice but to give up arguing?


This secret diary allows for a first hand account of how a typical man of this era may treat his wife. We also see the inclusion of Mr and Mrs Dunn, another married couple of the time. Byrd states the misfortunes of Mrs Dunn, and ‘That her husband had beat her...and abused her extremely’. We can see that the extreme patriarchy is not limited to just one family but is spread throughout early Virginian Colonies. 


Prior to looking at the diary of William Byrd, we looked at the experience of women and children in  the lecture and discussed aspects of their life in the seminar.


In the seminar, we compared and contrasted the lives of women and children in the Chesapeake and New England. We began by comparing the basic structures of each community and how women fitted into the equation from here.We used the previous seminar’s knowledge to determine where we thought women were better off which lead to whether we would rather be a woman in the Chesapeake or a woman in Puritan colonies. The majority of the group said Chesapeake, as it seamed more likely that a woman could be more independent and valued in the community, despite the higher rate of death. It seamed that quality of life was more important than quantity. I was one of that majority but after reading the secret diary, my opinion has changed to the Puritan community. Despite their strict ways, they benefit more from a tight knit community and hold family values high up on their list of priorities. Its interesting to see how one article can change a point of view. 

Week 5: Sexuality and Crime in Early America


This week’s theme interested me the most in comparison to the other lectures regarding transatlantic America. The reason being it felt like the more realistic and sinful side of the colonists could be explored.  With regards to crime, I found it it valuable to learn what constituted a crime in the seventeenth and eighteenth century and how some of these criminal offenses such as sex before marriage are now socially accepted. “Puritan magistrates strictly enforced the long neglected laws against gambling, blasphemy, adultery, public drunkenness, and sabbath breaking” (Taylor:200:p162). This would suggest that perhaps the crime rate may be high due to what constituted a crime in their society. Today, most of the above crimes would have no affect on the law and would see no major repercussions other than gossip. This leads me to see a link rising in New England. Puritans seam to associate sinful acts with sexual behavior. This can be backed up by looking at the puritans beliefs like “God sent you unto this world as unto a workhouse, not a playhouse” (Taylor:2001:p162). They felt that God rewarded the hard working nuclear family with modest values and that other action was sinful. This idea of sinful temptation into crime and sexuality could be looked at further in next weeks topic of witchcraft, and how the devil can seduce minds easily. The Puritan way to express sexuality was through marriage, shown in Bloch’s works.


It seemed important to me to continue reading up on the nature of crime in early America and I found a passage that focused on English emigrants in the early 1700’s that may have shaped early Chesapeake. It states that in 1717 “Parliament began to subsidize the shipment of convicted felons to the colonies as an alternative to their execution. The Crown generally paid £3 per convict” (Taylor:2001:page 315). This statement proves to be a good incentive for ship owners to take a number of felons to America as indentured servants with extended terms. Not only would it prove to be financially beneficial as the convicts were “about a third of the price of an African slave” (Taylor:2001:page 315) but they also filled positions as servants. “America could serve the mother country as a drain of the detritus of English society and a workhouse of rehabilitation”(Taylor:2001:page 315). It would appear that the high figure of single men in Virginia and Maryland were made up of fifty thousand felons between 1718 and 1775. This could account partially for the large demographic differences between men and women of the time, previously shown in week two. 

Analysis of Early Carvings


The first image shown is an engraving of British attempts of settlement in America by Theodore de Bry in 1634. We see a harmonious exchange of gifts between Native Americans and finely dressed Englishmen. If we compare the two groups of men we can see two obvious stereotypes form the “Savage Indian” and the “Refined English Gent”. The English are finely dressed for the occasion and are giving gifts of garlic and knives. On the other side, we see Native Americans skimpily dresse[image: image1.png]acceffic Anglus,cuiynus ex barbaris obuiam procefiit, &ipfi pariter torquem, ve piori,dono de«
dit,d quo culerum & fraftulum @risrecepic. -




d, handing animal skins as gifts. The ironic thing is that both the English and the Natives both wear feathers in their head dresses and hats. Using the exchange of gifts and the scenery of the two worlds meeting allows de Bry to comment on the technological advances of the British. By comparing the gifts that they exchange, the clothing they each wear and the scale and complexity of the boats we can see that the image was made favoring the Colonists. It is an image made displaying the contrasts between each society. 

Week 6: Witchcraft


Week six saw the theme of witchcraft among the colonies take into effect. The mass hysteria of witchcraft accusations spanned in 1692 more so in New England than Virginia. One point that interested me the most was that due to popular culture, there is a misconception that suspected witches were burnt to death. This point is in fact incorrect. Suspects were more often than not sent to the gallows to be hung, not burnt alive. As Taylor points out in his book, burning of witches was 'European practice, the New English did not burn witches at the stake' (Taylor:2002:183). This would indicate that popular media has played on the European practices for entertainment in TV shows such as The Simpsons.


Looking back on the incidents in Salem and New England, we know now that there would have been an explanation form some of the strange occurrences that colonists interpreted to be witchcraft. Taylor indicated that 'strange lights in the sky, prophetic dreams, eclipses, comets, deformed births (of humans or livestock) [and] eerie coincidences' are among many of the reasons for New Englanders interpreting them to be supernatural. Such things today can be explained by science, something that wasn't practiced back in the 1600's. Taylor accounted for this by stating 'No puritan wished to believe that misfortune was purely random without supernatural meaning, for that would confirm their helplessness and isolation in a world without God.' (Taylor:2001:183).


However, misinterpretations of natural events cannot be blamed for the Witchcraft accusations. We must also take into account social situations of the time, which we discussed in the seminar class, such as gossip, rumors and boredom. As for gossip fueling the accusations, it is more likely that women than men spread rumors and accusations in order to humiliate people they disliked for various reasons. 'Women constituted both the majority of the accusers and 80 percent of the accused' (Taylor:2001:184). This suggests that men took a less accelerated role in condemning fellow members of the community with such allegations. I think this point has something to do with gender roles in New England. The boredom that women may have experienced as domestic workers could compel them to vicious, slanderous remarks which in turn formed rumors. As pointed out in week four, men tended to work longer than women, thus keeping them occupied for longer periods of time. With regards to gender roles, Taylor points out that 'women's activities kept them close to the village, where they bore and raised children' (Taylor:2001:9). The repetitive nature of their tasks and compactness of the situation limiting them to the same place could be a driving factor in the high number of female accusers and accused.

Week 7: The Origins of Slavery


Week seven saw the theme of slavery and its origins in Transatlantic America.  I was surprised to learn that in the early Seventeenth Century, African American slaves didn't experience the hardships which later befall them in the late Seventeenth and early Eighteenth century. My assumption was that slavery was common practice following the founding days of Virginia and grew from there. However, I found out that in the beginning, African Americans would arrive in small lots, not direct from Africa and were in most ways equal to other indentured servants in the sense that they could purchase their own freedom at the end of their service. Even more unexpected was that in the early Seventeenth Century, race was not a sign of inferiority, but as we know unfortunately this changed toward the late Seventeenth Century. Slaves arrived in larger  numbers due to the decline in white indentured servants from England which lead the colonies to be known as slave holder societies.  


In the seminar we discussed several pieces of work in Kuperman's book including an account of the capture enslavement of Olaudah Equiano in the 1750's. At the age of eleven, Equiano was taken from his native Africa and explains the transition via an interpreter to his new life as a slave in North America. The only problem with this account is that is is in fact written by someone else, this brings the reader to perhaps questions the validity of some aspects of the account. However, it would appear to be somewhat accurate with the experiences he presents in the text. The sections which were of particular interest were the ones in which he contemplated paintings hung in his masters home. He described them to be "constantly to look at me, I was still affrightened, having never seen such things before"(Kupperman,2000:296). He seams to be intimidated by the New England decoration and related it to some form of magic by which his owners immortalized the dead. Its amazing how something as simple as a painting was seen as something of astonishment to a young boy of another culture. It was also interesting to see how Equiano  observes a ticking watch, “I was quite surprised at the noise it made, and was afraid it would tell the gentleman anything I might do amiss” (Kupperman:2000:298). Its unusual to think that an inanimate object like a clock is something of a culture shock to Equiano. An object of everyday life for colonists has threatening connotations for the young boy. It is also shocking to see how Equiano was given a name which changed during his middle passage. Its sad to know that he is unable to keep his own name.This must undoubtedly blur the idea of his own identity. 


This account reminded me of the works of the “Narrative and Life of Frederick Douglass'. The main difference between the two is that Douglass was born into slavery, Equiano was captured at an early age and brought into the culture which means that the accounts they give of their individual experiences are different. Also, Douglass was born of a White man and an African American slave which means that the experiences he had again would differ. However, they both share the fact that they had limited relationships with their mothers. As we know, Equano was taken from his home at a young age never to see his parents again but Douglass states in his memoirs “I never saw my mother, to know her as such, more than four or five times in my life” (douglass:1995:2). This idea of unattachment is common throughout the slave experience as many children born into slavery were separated from their parents. This reinforces the shared idea that African Americans of that time would feel a strong loss of identity by not knowing their routes and living without family ties. 

Week 8: Eighteenth Century Migration

It is without doubt one of the most important themes on the course, without the mass surge in Eighteenth Century Migration the USA may today be very different. As Fogleman points out in the opening to his article, accurate statistics are in short supply and much like some of the other themes we have looked at, academic guess work is crucial to understanding the topic. By the Eighteenth century, colonies were ore stable than previous years with a more balanced demographic, healthier life styles and good prospects. As Benjamin Frankin points out, “When Families can be easily supported, more Persons marry, and earlier in Life”(franklin:1751). This demographic point allows for the formation of families earlier in life and accounts for the increase in size in American colonies of the time. However, Franklin neglects to comment too much on Immigration but does state his feelings on the matter in his memoirs that “Why should Pennsylvania, founded by the English, become a Colony of Aliens, who will shortly be so numerous as to Germanize us instead of our Anglifing them, and will never adopt our Language or Customs”(Franklin:1751). 


With regards to migration in the Eighteenth century, we see Taylor estimate that that crossings from the Mother Land to the New World “tripled from about five hundred during the 1670’s to fifteen hundred by the late 1730’s”(Taylor:2001:302). He links this increased figure to the reduction on ship insurance costs which allowed for ships to increase and diversify their cargos.  

As looked at in week five, we can see that a considerable number of immigrants to the colonies were criminals, given the choice of imprisonment or servitude in the colonies. We have highlighted in Taylors publication that the desire as a ship owner to take criminals to the New World was desirable,in the early Eighteenth century “The Crown generally paid £3 per convict” (Taylor:2001:page 315). Much profit was to be gained in the transportation of criminals to America.


Its also paramount to show where the high volumes of people came from. To Franklin’s dismay, high volumes of immigrants in the early Eighteenth century were European, not British when comparing to that of the Seventeenth Century. This is said to have been a result of the economic state of Britain at the time and the decision of the ruling powers. Emigration was encouraged at the times of the colonies settlement to expand the weakening economy. But as time went on and Britain’s situation improved, british people were encouraged to stay, and European peoples were encouraged to move, so as not to disrupt England's temporary growth but increase the growth of Colonies. To send English emigrants at a crucial time would have been frivolous, “English emigration seemed an economic and strategic loss to the mother country” (Taylor:2001:302), the alternative to English, were Europeans. In 1740, Parliament passed the “plantations act” which allowed foreigners to hold title to British Citizenship and political rights in the Colonies.  This act shifted the immigration profile from typically English to Scottish, Irish and German. We identified in the lecture that by the mid Eighteenth Century, there were 125,000 Germans and 200,000 Scots-Irish. Combining these figures and taking into account the number of Slaves, criminals the and natural population growth of the colonies, we can see a substantial population figure arising in the Thirteen Colonies. 

Week 9: Backcountry Society


The theme of Backcountry society was one which I anticipated highly due to the violent lawless nature of their ways. The Backcountry ran from Pennsylvania down to Georgia. The colonists made up of European immigrants including Scots-Irish, French and Germans in the Eighteenth Century. These frontier settlements were made up of men and women who were ‘impatient with life in the East’ and ‘struck out to find a place where they could live as individuals’ (Kupperman:442) . This accounts in part for the lack of government supervision and the formation of the violence driven society. The use of fighting in the Backcountry was often referred to as ‘rough and tumble’ and here, we can see the hands of a celebrated gouger. This shows how man would often grow and sharpen their fingernails and harden them over hot wax in order to gouge opponent’s eyes out easier. 


The tensions in the region can be accounted for the diversity and lawlessness of the backcountry frontier. The Ulster scots later known as Scots-Irish, French and Germans often settled in large groups. The Scots-Irish first moved to the not as tolerant New England but as Taylor points out, ‘most, after 1720, [headed] for Philadelphia, the more welcoming seaport of the more tolerant colony of Pennsylvania’ (Taylor:2001:317). This demonstrated how the backcountry differed in one way, it was made up of a different kind of settler to New England before it. 

As you would imagine, encountering such circumstances must have been very different from New England and the Chesapeake. As Hofstra and Mitchell show the account of Andrew Burnaby in 1706, we see his opinion of the society. He writes about how they enjoy ‘perfect liberty’ (Hofstra & Mitchell:1993:619). This perfect liberty reflects the free will of a place without government. 


However we also see unfavorable accounts of the society as such from ministerTimothy Flint "I saw more than one man who wanted an eye, and ascertained that I was now in th[image: image2.png]


e region of -gouging,'". This desire for violence may shock people such as a minister who would not be accustomed to such behavior. The two opposing opinion accounts reflect how historians may have had a tough time understanding the backcountry.

Week 10: Aspects of Eighteenth Century Society. 


This week’s theme is the last theme before the topic of revolutionary war kicks in, which raises the issue of an American or British identity. There are several aspects that can be studied in depth about Eighteenth century society however, i will briefly look at consumerism and the unlikely perception of America immobilizing against Britain in the Revolutionary War. This development of a separate identity from Britain spanned from the growth of wealth and prosperity in middle class American life. Poverty was not an aspect liked in colonial society, and with tea being a luxury item, thus being taxed heavily, many Americans mobilized against the limitations the british were holding upon them. It was the supporting of these actions which lead to Revolutionary war. As pointed out in 'Baubles of Britain, America had emerged into a 'consumer society'(Breen:1988:77). Which spanned from the drastic growth of manufacturing in Britain. 

As Breen points out in his article, it seamed unlikely that the different colonies would unite in political independence from Britain, as after 'there would soon be a civil war from one end of the continent to the other'. (breen:1988:73). And following the events of mobilization to revolutionary war, John Adams states 'thirteen clocks were made to strike together' (Breen:1988:74), it seamed unlikely that solidarity would be achieved in such a diverse nation.The idea of individualism drove the political independence of what was to become the thirteen colonies of the United States of America. And as Greene points out the colonies 'have different forms of government, different laws, different interests, and some of them different religious persuasions and manners' (Greene:1988:170). The diversity of America in itself is often pointed out but the diversity of America in comparison to Britain seams to be avoided in both Greene’s book and in Breen's article, and its this factor along with the senselessness of a governing body far away that that resulted in the American revolution.

Conclusion


To conclude, this journal has set to briefly outline and focus on one or two key issues in each week's theme. I understand that each topic can be looked into further and there are academic opinions for and against the points i have raised. However, i feel i have done brief justice to each topic. I felt that this method of writing about themes in american history has allowed me to engage fully with the topic each week.
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